Does literature have any value?

Written word has always had great importance for mankind. It was the treshold where tribes became civilizations. As such, it has always been highly valued. However, the rise of the Internet and mass media puts a question mark above all traditional values – literature included. Is it really that valuable, important, necessary and useful?

The main argument in favour of literature is that it can make you a better person by helping you understand yourself and the world around you. However, it does not have to make you a better person – in the 20th century educated people were the mass executioners, like Hitler or Stalin. Literature can sometimes expose the truth – books like Dr. Zhivago are the proof of that. On the other hand, exposing the truth is not enough; it is necessary to change the situation, which is done by money and weapons, not books. Literature can also help you balance knowledge of arts and science, making you a whole person. Furthermore, it familiarizes you with your culture. But it has no use in your everyday life.

Whether or not literature has any value is a matter of debate. And if it has, will it stand against the test of time is something few people dare to predict. But one thing is certain – it is a testament to the 7000 years of our history and we would not be what we are without it.
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