Imagine a world without the internet. Ok, now imagine one without books. Which world would you choose to live in?  This essay will try to answer this difficult question by exploring the reasons behind the possible choices.
People choosing books over the Internet could offer some of the following arguments. The first and the most important one is the fact that books are reliable since they are not dependant of the electrical power and workability of your hardware, software and the internet connection. This is why a book will, for example, never chrash in the most intriguing moment. Furthermore, a book is often a very good travelling companion and it can easily be taken to the beach or bed. For instance, if you fall asleep you do not have to worry about switching it off and you can always leave it unattended on your beach towel. Finally, data printed on paper lasts much longer than data stored on CDs or DVDs which, over the time, degrade and decay. To summarize, a book is a friend that will never betray you.

In spite of the reasons given above, many people would vote in favour of the internet. First of all, data on the Internet is easily accessible and instant. As a result, the world's knowledge is not only a click away but also accessible to most people without even moving from their chairs! Moreover, the internet is global. Thus, the required data can be accessed at any time from any part of the world. Another reason is economic. Books are pretty expensive. On the other hand, once you have invested in your hardware and software, the use of the internet is practically free. All in all, the Internet is a global resource of inexpensive and instantly accessible knowledge. 

As we have seen, a choice between a book and the internet is a difficult one. A book seems a good friend, while the internet is a more useful one. Fortunatelly, we live in a world where we do not have to make this choice. Future generations, however, will probably have just one friend. Hopefully, the useful one will also be the best. 
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